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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Thurrock  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1971. 

During  the  year  the  first  of  the  major  changes  in  Local  Health 
Services  took  place  and  the  Council  were  prompt  in  entering  into 
a  working  partnership  with  the  new  Social  Services  Department  of 
the  Essex  County  Council. 

As  a  result  of  careful  planning  a  comprehensive  service  for 
those  requiring  help  in  the  district  is  beginning  to  emerge.  A  regis¬ 
ter  of  the  elderly  has  been  compiled  and  a  joint  working  body  of 
interested  persons,  whether  officials  or  those  representing  voluntary 
organisations  is  proposed. 

A  district  Council  meals  service  has  been  suggested  and  further 
specialised  housing  is  also  appearing.  There  is  a  widespread  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  magnitude  of  the  tasks  ahead  and  priorities  have  yet 
to  be  settled.  I  hope  more  help  will  be  forthcoming  for  unsupported 
families  and  the  handicapped  but  I  look  to  the  future  with  some 
confidence. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  during  the  larger  part  of  the 
year  was  Councillor  M.  B.  Jones  and  was  formerly  Chairman  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  showed  great  personal  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  have  once  again  to  thank  my  Chairman,  Leading  Coun¬ 
cillor  Mrs.  Whalley  for  her  advice  and  support  throughout  the 
year;  also  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee  for  his  help 
in  dealing  with  housing  problems  of  a  medical  nature.  I  am  in¬ 
debted  to  all  members  and  staff  of  the  Council  for  making  my 
work  so  agreeable  during  the  year. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  BLOTT,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department,  34  Cresthill  Avenue,  Grays,  Essex. 
Telephone:  Grays  Thurrock  4641/4. 
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SECTION  “A” 


Land  Area  of  the  District  (in  Acres) 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Mid-Year 
1971) 

A  /  A  /  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  or  Flats  (according  to  Rate 
Books  as  at  31.12.71) 

Rateable  Value  (at  31.3.71)  ... 

Product  of  a  lp.  Rate  (as  31.3.71) 


42,000 

125,030 

39,950 

£8,920,562 

£87,600 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 
Live  Births: 


Thurrock  England 
Urban  District  and  Wales 


Number — (1,205  Males,  1,187  Females)  ...  2,392  783,165 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  (Crude)  ...  19.1  16.0 

Mid-Year  Home  Population  (Adjusted)...  18.9  16.0 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  percentage  of  total 
Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  8 


Deaths 


Thurrock  England 
Urban  District  and  Wales 


Total  Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year): 

Number — (16  Males,  13  Females) .  29 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  12 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
Live  Births  12 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  Live  Births .  22 


13,726 

18 

17 

24 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks)  (12  Males,  7  Females)  per  1,000 
total  Live  Births .  8  12 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
one  week)  (11  Males,  4  Females)  per  1,000 
total  Live  Births .  6  10 
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Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and 
deaths  under  one  week  combined)  per 
1,000  total  Live  and  Stillbirths .  18 

All  Causes: 

Number— (624  Males,  456  Females)  ...  1,080 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  \  (Crude)  8.6 
Mid-Year  Home  population  j  (Adjusted)  12.3 


22 


567,345 

11.6 

11.6 
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SECTION  “B” 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  has  been 
enumerated  at  the  commencement  of  this  Report. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Pathological  Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  as  in  the 
past  years  by  the  N.E.  Metropolitan  Hospital  Regional  Board 
and  whilst  the  main  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Billericay  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Hospital,  good  facilities  exist  at  Orsett  Hospital  in  the 
area.  In  addition  the  area  is  served  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Southend-on-Sea  where  all  examinations  of 
milk,  water,  ice-cream,  etc.,  are  carried  out.  Biological  examina¬ 
tion  of  milk  is  undertaken  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lon¬ 
don  Road,  Chelmsford.  Virus  investigations  are  also  carried  out 
by  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Chelmsford. 
These  Public  Health  Laboratories  are  administered  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  is  administered  centrally  and  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Essex  County  Council. 


Ambulance  Vehicles 

Thurrock 

Station 

3 

Corringham 

Station 

1 

Dual  Purpose  Vehicles  ... 

2 

■ — 

Sitting  Case  Vehicles 

3 

l 

X 

Total  Mileage  . 

215,177 

66,730 

Stretcher  Cases  Conveyed 

2,348 

852 

Other  Cases  Conveyed  ... 

36,903 

6,010 

Total  Cases  Conveyed  ... 

39,251 

6,862 

Emergency  Cases 

2,271 

884 

Mobile  Meals. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  have  a  limited  distribution 
of  meals  on  certain  days  upon  application.  The  Local  Authority 
made  an  annual  grant  of  £1,020  towards  this  service.  I  am  indebted 
to  Miss  D.  M.  Smith,  Centre  Organiser,  for  the  following  inform¬ 
ation. 

Grays  and  Tilbury  Area:  — 

No.  of  meals  distributed  ...  7,295 
Approximate  mileage  ...  4,250 
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Stanford-le-Hope,  Corringham  and 
Area :  — 

No.  of  meals  distributed  ... 
Approximate  mileage 


Horndon-on-the-Hill 

6,183 

3,660 


Aveley  and  Ockendon  Area :  — 

No.  of  meals  distributed  ...  4,385 
Approximate  mileage  ...  2,125 

Meals  are  delivered  on  two  days  per  week. 


Housing. 

The  Council  have  12,754  Council  Houses  and  in  addition  the 
former  London  County  Council,  East  Ham  Borough  Council  and 
West  Ham  Borough  Council  have  built  estates.  Despite  this  there 
still  remains  a  total  number  of  4,289  upon  the  waiting  list  for 
houses.  The  allocation  of  Thurrock  Council  Houses  is  dealt  with 
upon  a  points  scheme  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recom¬ 
mends  extra  points  upon  medical  evidence  submitted  on  behalf  of 
the  patients.  During  the  year  under  review  477  cases  were  investi¬ 
gated  and  points  awarded. 


Medical  Examination  of  Employees. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  medically  examines  entrants  to 
the  Council’s  Service  and  deals  with  medical  questions  arising  in 
regard  to  examinations  as  to  the  fitness  of  an  employee  to  remain 
in  the  Council’s  Service. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

It  was  necessary  to  use  legal  action  to  safeguard  one  person’s 
wellbeing. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead. 

The  South  Essex  Crematorium  situated  over  the  boundary  ol 
the  district  at  Corbets  Tey  is  carried  on  with  the  London  Borough 
of  Havering.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  constituent 
authorities  act  as  Medical  Referees  and  during  the  year  the  remains 
of  2,806  persons  were  disposed  of. 


Co-operation  With  the  City  and  Port  of  London. 

The  Urban  District  of  Thurrock  contains  Tilbury  Docks,  into 
which  an  enormous  amount  of  shipping  arrives  and  an  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Essex  County  Health  Service  working  in  the 
Thurrock  district  acts  as  Boarding  Officer. 


10 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

Provision  of  Nursing  Appliances  in  the  Home. 

On  application,  articles  of  equipment  for  the  patients  in  their 
homes  are  supplied.  The  main  depot  for  distribution  of  articles 
of  equipment  is  now  at  the  Health  Area  Office,  34  Cresthill  Avenue, 
Grays.  The  equipment  issued  on  loan  for  the  sick  or  handicapped 
does  not  include  specialist  equipment  for  the  permanently  disabled. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 
Clinic  Premises. 

On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  clinics  ser¬ 
ving  Thurrock  which  includes  the  Health  Centre. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-natal  Clinic  sessions  were  held  during  1971  in  six  of  the 
premises.  The  Midwives  sessions  are  held  mainly  for  booking 
patients  for  home  confinements. 

Child  Health 

There  are  14  Centres  in  Thurrock  where  Child  Health 
Sessions  are  held  at  which  mothers  attend  to  discuss  their  problems 
with  the  Health  Visitors  and  Medical  Officers. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  and  Nutrients. 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  welfare  foods 
and  proprietary  brands  of  nutrients  were  distributed  at  the  Child 
Health  sessions  and,  in  addition,  so  far  as  these  food  items  are  con¬ 
cerned,  we  are  indebted  to  voluntary  distributors  in  the  area  who 
continue  to  provide  a  service  for  the  mothers  who  find  it  difficult 
to  reach  one  of  our  Child  Health  Clinics. 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  withdrew  the 
supply  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  in  April,  1971,  and  Orange  Juice  in  Dec¬ 
ember,  1971,  and  replaced  these  with  Vitamen  A.  D.  and  C.  Drops 
for  children  and  tablets  for  expectant  mothers. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services. 

Our  present  Domiciliary  Midwifery  establishment  consists  of 
15  Full-time  Midwives  in  addition  to  one  Full-time  Relief  Midwife 
and  one  Full-time  District  Nurse  Midwife. 
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During  the  year  1971,  Domiciliary  Mid  wives  attended  677 
home  deliveries  and  a  total  of  1492  mothers  were  discharged  from 
Hospital  to  the  care  of  the  Domiciliary  Mid  wives  during  this  period. 
In  addition.  Domiciliary  Midwives  undertook  a  total  of  22,053 
home  visits  during  1971  and  attended  1,497  ante  natal  Clinic  Ses¬ 
sions  during  this  year. 

Training  of  Student  Midwives. 

Up  to  the  end  of  December,  1971,  a  total  of  60  Student  Mid¬ 
wives  have  completed  their  district  training  in  this  Area  and  a 
further  two  Student  Midwives  commenced  their  3  months  district 
training  with  us  as  from  1st  December,  1971,  the  term  ending  on 
29th  February,  1972. 

Delegation  Scheme  for  the  Attachment  of  Domiciliary 
Mid  wives  and  Home  Nurses  to  General  Practitioner  Group 
Practices. 

This  Scheme  continues  to  operate  successfully  and  is  proving 
of  benefit  to  all  concerned. 

In  the  District  Nursing  Field  attendances  by  District  Nurses 
at  General  Practitioner  Surgery  Clinics  has  appreciably  increased 
during  this  year. 

During  1971,  District  Nurses  paid  64,563  nursing  visits  to 
patients  in  their  own  homes. 

Clinic  S.R.N’s. 

The  two  Clinic  Nurses  at  the  Health  Centre,  Darenth  Lane, 
South  Ockendon,  are  working  on  a  part-time  basis  and  are  each 
in  turn  covering  morning  and  afternoon  sessions. 

Attendance  of  District  Nursing  Sisters  at  the  Geriatricians 
Group  Meetings  held  at  Orsett  Hospital. 

Following  an  interview  between  Dr.  Jackson,  Chief  Geriatri¬ 
cian  at  Orsett  and  Thurrock  Hospitals  on  24th  June,  1971,  the 
District  Nursing  Superintendent  was  able  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  inclusion  at  the  above  Meetings  of  her  two  Practical  Work 
Instructors,  namely  Mrs.  A.  J.  Reid  and  Mrs.  R.  Vandepeer. 

The  Committee  now  consists  of:  — 

The  Geriatric  Consultant,  Medical  Geriatric  House  Officer, 
Medical  Social  Workers,  Physiotherapists,  Occupational  Therapists 
and  our  two  District  Nursing  Sisters. 

The  objectives  of  this  Liaison  Scheme  are  primarily  to  achieve 
the  best  possible  solution  to  the  many  problems  concerning  aged 
patients  both  in  the  Hospital  and  Domiciliary  field  and  to  form  a 
close  link  between  the  Hospital  and  Domiciliary  Services  for  this 
purpose. 
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The  District  Nursing  Sisters  feel  that  they  have  been  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Committee  of  the  Geriatric  Service  at  the  Hospital, 
and  since  the  commencement  of  the  fortnightly  meetings  held  there, 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  and  feed  back  has  taken  place  which  has 
proved  of  benefit  to  both  the  Community  Nursing  Service  and  the 
Hospital  Geriatric  Service  in  maintaining  the  mental,  physical  and 
social  well-being  of  the  aged  patient. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1948  (as 
amended). 

The  number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  under  the  Act 
at  the  end  of  1971  was  as  follows:  — 

No.  of  persons  registered  ...  40 

No.  of  premises  registered  33 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  940  children  being  cared 
for.  The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  has,  in  each  case,  made  the 
initial  inspection  so  that  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  County 
Council  are  maintained.  The  Health  Visitors  are  required  period¬ 
ically  to  visit  each  of  the  Child  Minders  or  premises  in  their  areas. 
We  are  indebted  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  for  his  assistance  in 
making  an  inspection  to  ascertain  the  need  for  fire  precautions. 

The  Director  of  Social  Services  will  be  taking  over  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  Nurseries  and  Child  minders  during  1972. 

Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After  Care 
Recuperative  Holidays. 

15  persons  went  away  on  recuperative  holidays  where  either 
general  practitioners  and/or  hospital  consultants  so  recommended. 

The  Director  of  Social  Services  will  be  taking  over  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  Recuperative  Holidays  from  1st  April,  1972. 

Cervical  Cytological  Smear  Tests. 

We  continue  to  hold  sessions  at  certain  Health  Services  Clinics 
in  Thurrock  for  the  taking  of  cervical  cytological  smears.  993  first 
tests  and  750  repeat  tests  being  carried  out,  only  two  of  which 
were  found  to  be  positive. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

We  continue,  on  the  advice  of  the  Chest  Physician,  to  provide 
extra  nourishment  in  the  form  of  free  milk;  60  patients  receiving 
this  service  at  the  end  of  1971,  9  new  cases  having  been  recom¬ 
mended  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  Service. 

Health  Visitors  made  221  visits  during  the  year  and  there 
were  also  278  first  examinations  of  contacts  and  407  subsequent 
examinations  of  contacts. 
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Chiropody. 

The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
4,162  at  clinics,  1,883  domiciliary  and  we  continued  to  provide  a 
service  at  Bennett  Lodge  and  Leatherland  Lodge  where  346  treat¬ 
ments  were  carried  out. 

Health  Education. 

Education  in  health  matters  has  continued  informally  by 
the  Thurrock  Health  Visitors  in  their  day  to  day  work  in  the  homes, 
clinics  and  schools.  On  a  more  formal  basis  displays  on  health 
subjects  have  been  put  on  at  the  purpose  built  clinics  and  the  Aveley 
Health  Centre  and  films  have  been  shown  throughout  the 
area.  Talks  and  lectures  have  been  given  at  Orsett,  Biller- 
icay  and  Harold  Wood  Hospitals,  Thurrock  Technical  College, 
Mothers’  Clubs,  Women’s  Associations,  Old  Aged  Pensioners’ 
Clubs  and  various  Youth  Clubs.  Students  have  been  coached  in 
mothercraft  and  10  for  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award  Scheme. 

Classes  on  education  for  childbirth  have  been  held  throughout 
the  area  and  where  the  premises  have  been  suitable  “Fathers’ 
Classes”  have  continued. 

An  “over  40”  exercise  course  is  in  operation  at  Grays  North 
Clinic. 

In  addition  to  arranging  public  health  practical  experience  for 
student  nurses  and  student  Health  Visitors,  the  Health  Visitors 
have  catered  for  the  needs  in  this  field  of  students  from  many  other 
disciplines. 

The  Health  Department  has  been  directly  involved  in 
Health  Education  programmes  in  all  comprehensive  schools  in 
Thurrock.  In  some  schools  Health  Visitors  have  undertaken  a 
course  on  Personal  Health  and  Growth,  in  others,  specialist  sub¬ 
jects,  e.g.,  drugs,  smoking,  sex,  venereal  disease,  have  been  dealt 
with  by  myself  or  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  as  part  of  a  wider 
Sociology  Course. 

Some  schools  have  found  it  useful  to  invite  us  to  Parent/ 
Teachers’  meetings  so  that  the  parents  are  able  to  see  the  films 
which  will  be  shown  to  their  children.  These  sessions  have  been 
followed  by  lively  discussions  and  have  appeared  to  be  appreciated. 

For  the  past  two  years  a  Health  Visitor  has  arranged  a  Health 
Education  Programme  at  the  Dilkes  Wood  Adult  Training  Centre. 
In  view  of  the  current  trend  away  from  institutional  care  and  the 
emphasis  on  training  the  mentally  handicapped  to  live  to  their 
full  potential  within  the  community  we  think  this  subject  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  their  curriculum. 

I  have  not  participated  in  teaching  the  pre-pubertal  children, 
although  a  few  Heads  of  Primary  Schools  have  asked  for  help 
from  the  Health  Visitors  to  teach  to  this  age  group  from  time  to 
time. 
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Health  Visitor  Liaison  Scheme  with  the  Paediatric 
Department  at  Orsett  Hospital. 

This  scheme,  which  forms  a  link  between  the  Hospital  and 
Community  Services,  up  dates  the  Health  Visitors’  knowledge  of 
childhood  illnesses,  and  provides  the  Paediatricians  with  social 
information,  has  been  in  existence  for  seven  years.  We  have  been 
asked  to  extend  the  scheme  to  Basildon  Hospital  when  the  Paed¬ 
iatric  Unit  moves  to  the  new  premises  next  year. 

School  Population. 

The  school  population  for  Thurrock  including  Special  Schools 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  22,361. 

Speech  Therapy. 

We  continue  to  be  indebted  to  Mrs.  P.  Tooley  who  travelled 
from  London  to  ^ive  us  three  worthwhile  sessions  until  the  end 
of  August.  We  were  then  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  her  sendees 
full-time.  Naturally,  the  long  waiting  list  increases  but  it  is  hoped 
to  appoint  another  Speech  Therapist  during  1972. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

1,133  school  children  received  routine  B.C.G.  Vaccinations 
during  the  year. 


THURROCK  HEALTH  AREA 
CLINICS 


District 


Clinic 


Type  of  Sessions  Held 


Aveley 


Health  Services  Clinic,  Ante-natal 


Hall  Lane, 
Aveley 


Cervical  Cytology 
Child  Health 
Chiropody 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
School  Clinics 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 


Classes 


The  Health  Centre, 
Darenth  Lane. 

South  Ockendon 


Audiometry 
Cervical  Cytology 
Child  Health 
Chiropody 
Dental 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 


Classes 

Family  Planning  (run  by 

Family  Planning  Assoc.) 


Pre-school  Medicals 
Observation  Register 
Minor  Ailments 
Ophthalmic  Clinic 
Orthoptic  Clinic 
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District 

Bulphan 

Chadwell-St.-Mary 


Corringham 


East  Tilbury 


Grays 


Clinic 

Village  Hall, 
Bulphan 


Type  of  Sessions  Held 

Child  Health 
Chiropody 


Health  Services  Clinic,  Ante-natal 
River  View,  Cervical  Cytology 

Chadwell-St.-Mary  Child  Health 

Chiropody 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 

Speech  Therapy 
School  Clinic 

Health  Services  Clinic,  Ante-natal 
Giffords  Cross  Road,  Audiometry 
Corringham  Cervical  Cytology 

Child  Health 
Chiropody 

immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Observation  Register 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 

Speech  Therapy 

School  Clinic 

Family  Planning  (run  by 

Family  Planning  Assoc.) 

“Rheidovale,”  Child  Health 

Princess  Margaret  Rd. Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

East  Tilbury  Minor  Ailments 

Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 

Pre-school  Medicals 


Health  Services  Clinic,  Audiometry 
The  Park,  Grays  Ante-natal 

Cervical  Cytology 
Child  Health 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Midwives’  Ante-natal 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 

Speech  Therapy 
School  Clinic 
Health  Session  for 

Immigrant  Families 

Health  Services  Clinic.  Ante-natal 

Long  Lane,  Child  Health 

Grays  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Chiropody 

Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 

Post-natal  Exercise  Classes 
School  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy 

Glasson  House  Clinic, Chiropody 
2  Palmer’s  Avenue  Dental 

Grays  Ophthalmology 

Orthoptic 
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District 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Linford 

Orsett 

Purfleet 

South  Ockcndon 


Stanford-le-Hope 


Tilbury 


Clinic 


Type  of  Sessions  Held 


Community  Hall,  Child  Health 

High  Road,  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Horndon-on-the-Hill  School  Clinic 


Village  Hall,  Post-natal  Exercise  Classes 

Linford  (when  needed) 


Church  Hall,  Child  Health 

High  Road,  Orsett 


Health  Services  Clinic,  Child  Health 

London  Road,  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Purfleet 


Health  Services  Clinic,  Ante-natal 

107  South  Road,  Cervical  Cytology 

South  Ockendon  Child  Health 

Chiropody 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 


Health  Services  Clinic.  Audiometry 
Wharf  Road,  Ante-natal 

Stanford-le-Hope  Child  Health 

Chiropody 

Dental 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Cervical  Cytology 
Mothers’  Club 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 

Pre-school  Medicals 
Observation  Register 
School  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy 


Health  Services 
London  Road, 
Tilbury 


Clinic,  Audiology 
Ante-natal 
Cervical  Cytology 
Child  Health 
Chiropody 
Dental 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Observation  Register 
Preparation  for  Childbirth 

Classes 

Pre-school  Medicals 
School  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy 
Health  Seminars  for  Mothers 
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SECTION  “C” 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


DISEASE 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

36 

36 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis  ... 

24 

24 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

7o 

70 

4 

— 

Measles 

151 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

113 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infec¬ 
tion 

2 

2 

2 

— 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  INCIDENCE  ACCORDING  TO 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’ry 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

i  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  m 

— * 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  » 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-24  » 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-34  „ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-44  „ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-54 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-64 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65-74 .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

75  up¬ 
wards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

3 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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SEXUALLY  TRANSMITTED  DISEASES 
Year  ending  31st  December,  1971 
Special  Clinic,  Tilbury,  Essex 
Annual  Return  of  New  Cases  for  1971 


Local  Health 

Number  of  new  cases  in  the  year 

Authority 
area  of 
residence  of 
patient 

Totals 

all 

conditions 

Syphilis 

Other 

conditions 

(genital) 

Other 

condit¬ 

ions 

Primary 

and 

Secondary 

Other 

Gonor¬ 

rhoea 

Seamen 

8 

2 

Local 

— 

1 

All  Others 

12 

1 

— 

Seamen 

4i 

Local 

4i 

All  Others 

108 

26 

Seamen 

155 

Local 

200 

All  Others 

422 

67 

Seamen 

121 

Local 

182 

All  Others 

348 

45 

Total 

890 

9 

3 

108 

422 

348 
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Report  of  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SECTION  “D” 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  provided  by  the  Essex  Water 
Company,  the  vast  majority  of  the  premises  in  the  district  being 
served  thereby. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quan¬ 
tity  throughout  the  year  and  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination:  — 

(a)  From  Public  Mains .  11 

(b)  From  Wells,  etc .  1 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  chemical  examina¬ 
tion:  — 

(a)  From  Public  Mains .  2 

(b)  From  Wells  .  1 

All  samples  from  the  public  mains  were  satisfactory  both 
chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  of  well  water  was  taken  from  a 
shallow  well  on  which  the  owner  had  asked  the  department  for 
advice.  The  well  was  found  to  be  used  as  a  soakav/ay  for  yard 
drainage.  Fortunately  a  mains  water  supply  was  available  and  the 
well  water  was  not  essential  to  the  needs  of  the  occupier. 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  from 

public  water  mains  direct  .  39,081 


Estimated  population  served 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  public 
water  mains  supplied  by  standpipes  ... 

Estimated  population  served 

No.  of  houses  served  by  wells  or  stored 
rainwater  . 

Estimated  population  served 


124,933 


20 

70 


6 

27 
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Those  properties  supplied  by  standpipes  refer  to  premises 
forming  part  of  the  Dunton  Hills  Estate.  The  laying  of  water  mains 
would  be  very  expensive  and  moreover,  it  is  thought  that  some  of 
the  land  will  revert  to  agriculture  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

The  six  houses  supplied  by  wells  are  situated  in  the 
more  remote  rural  portion  of  the  area  where  the  cost  of  providing 
a  mains  supply  is  prohibitive.  In  addition  there  is  one  well 
at  one  of  the  oil  refineries,  the  water  from  which  is  used  for  drink¬ 
ing  and  domestic  purposes. 


Meteorological  Details. 

Total  amount  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  year 
Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  ... 
Heaviest  rainfall  on  any  one  day  (Nov.  22nd) 
No.  of  hours  of  sunshine 


111,777  mm. 
118  days 
1 2.0  mm. 
1,253  hours 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  following  is  the  programme  of  sewerage  schemes  for  sub¬ 
mission  to  the  Minister  for  loan  sanction:  — 

(a)  Orsett  Heath  Sewerage  Scheme  submitted. 

(b)  Bulphan  Sewerage  Scheme,  late  1972. 

(c)  North  Fobbing  Sewerage  Scheme,  late  1972. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  principal  river  in  the  area  is  the  Thames,  on  the  north 
bank  of  which  the  Thurrock  Urban  District  stands.  In  addition, 
the  Mardyke  rises  above  Bulphan  and  Orsett  Fens  and  discharges 
into  the  Thames  at  Aveley.  There  are  in  addition,  various  small 
tidal  streams  which  also  discharge  into  the  Thames. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  were  823  cesspools  and  185  pail  closets  m  the  area  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  bulk  refuse  containers  which  were  installed  in  1969  and 
which  gave  rise  to  some  complaint  do  not  appear  to  have  given 
as  much  offence  during  the  year  under  review.  The  situation  has 
been  improved  at  one  of  the  sites  by  the  provision  of  a  concrete 
base  and  walls. 
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I  am  bound  to  report  that  since  writing  the  above  comments 
the  situation  has  deteriorated.  Many  complaints  have  been 
received  from  one  site  in  particular  regarding  smell,  flies  and  ac¬ 
cumulations  of  refuse  on  ground  surrounding  the  site.  Much  of 
the  blame  lies  with  members  of  the  public  who  misuse  the  amenity. 
Plans  are  in  course  of  preparation  to  radically  improve  the  design 
of  this  particular  site. 


Refuse  Tips. 

The  operation  of  so-called  controlled  tipping  is  a  problem 
which  is  constantly  with  us  in  Thurrock.  Complaints  have  arisen 
from  time  to  time  regarding  smell,  rat  and  fly  infestation  and  even 
large  congregations  (if  that  is  the  appropriate  collective  noun)  of 
seagulls. 

Incineration  seems  to  be  the  ideal  solution  but  arguments 
against  this  method  are  usually  put  up  on  the  grounds  of  economics. 
Re-organisation  of  (local  government  and  the  creation  of  larger 
authorities  responsible  for  refuse  disposal  with  more  finances  avail¬ 
able  may  lead  to  a  change  in  the  pattern. 

The  tipping  of  refuse  serves  a  need  in  filling-in  holes,  created 
by  the  winning  of  sand  and  ballast,  thus  restoring  land  to  useful 
purposes  which  might  otherwise  be  sterile  but  the  period  during 
which  refuse  is  being  deposited  is  often  a  time  of  trial  for  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  the  vicinity.  It  may  well  be  that  a  combination  of  incin¬ 
eration  and  tipping  would  provide  the  solution  but  the  cost  might 
well  be  prohibitive. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  within  the  area,  ten  swimming  baths  as  follows :  -  - 

Public  .  t...  1 

Private  .  2 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  56. 
Five  were  unsatisfactory  due  to  the  swimming  baths  being  out  of 
use  and  the  plant  shut  off. 

Air  Pollution. 

Reference  to  the  dust  deposit  gauge  figures  shows  a  down¬ 
ward  trend  in  the  amount  of  dust  fallout  in  the  area.  Residents 
of  Thurrock  will  no  doubt  be  unimpressed  by  these  statistics  since 
to  the  ordinary  member  of  the  public,  particularly  in  West  Thur¬ 
rock,  there  is  probably  no  apparent  improvement.  The  housewife 
still  dusts  the  furniture  in  the  morning  and  finds  more  dust  by 
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lunch-time,  and  even  before.  However,  the  downward  trend  at 
least  holds  out  a  hope  for  the  future  and  the  programme  of  im¬ 
provement  in  the  local  cement  industry  must  make  its  mark. 


Alkali,  etc.  Works. 

The  following  works  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali 
Works  Inspector  who  works  very  closely  with  the  officers  of  the 
Council. 


Cement  Production .  3 

Synthetic  Detergent  Plant  (bisulphite  section)  1 

Oil  Refining,  etc . 4 

Electricity  Production  .  3 

Nitric  Acid  Production  .  2 

Recovery  of  non-ferrous  Metals  .  1 

Ammonia  . 2 

Chemical  Manure  .  1 

Acid  Sludge  .  1 

Mineral  Works  . 2 


A  new  Alkali  Works  Order  came  into  force  in  July,  1971. 
This  had  the  effect  of  extending  the  schedule  of  works  under  the 
control  of  Ministry  Inspectors. 

Two  mineral  works  in  Thurrock  are  affected  by  this  extension. 
One  is  engaged  in  chalk  grinding,  the  other  in  the  production  of 
aggregate. 


Installation  of  Furnaces  and  Chimneys. 

(1)  No.  of  notifications  of  construction  of  new  furnaces  ...  10 

(a)  Coal  Fired  . — 

(b)  Oil  Fired  .  8 

(c)  Gas  Fired  . 2 

(2)  No.  of  applications  for  Prior  Approval  .  2 

No.  Granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  No.  of  applications  for  Approval  of  Chimney  Heights  8 

No.  of  Approvals .  8 
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Smoke  Control. 

Particulars  of  areas  under  smoke  control  are  as  follows :  — 


Area 

5,139  acres 

No.  of  Dwellinghouses  . 

13,150 

No.  of  Shops  . 

132 

No.  of  Schools  . 

21 

No.  of  Industrial  Premises 

19 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Premises  ... 

32 

The  postponed  Number  7  Smoke  Control  Order  became  oper¬ 
ational  during  the  year  under  review.  33.6%  of  the  dwelling  houses 
in  the  area  are  now  under  control.  Now  that  fuel  supplies  have 
improved  it  may  be  possible  to  increase  the  rate  of  progress  which 
has  been  abysmally  slow  since  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came  into 
force. 


Measuring  Instruments. 

The  readings  for  one  year  from  the  deposit  gauge  at  Purfleet 
are  now  available.  As  can  be  expected  the  volume  is  little  lower 
than  the  fallout  at  the  West  Thurrock  site.  The  succeeding  years’ 
figures  from  both  sites  will  be  an  indication  of  the  efficiency  or 
otherwise  of  proposed  improvements  at  the  power  station  and 
cement  works  in  that  area. 

Smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  averages  for  the  year  show  a  de¬ 
creasing  trend.  A  recent  report  in  a  scientific  journal  on  research 
on  sulphur  dioxide  carried  out  by  Open  University  students  pro¬ 
duced  some  apparently  alarming  figures.  The  findings  were  based 
on  30  minute  observations  on  two  separate  days  and  the  Grays  area 
was  listed  among  some  of  the  worse  areas  in  the  country.  I  think 
it  is  advisable  to  observe  a  due  medium  between  panic  and  com¬ 
placency  in  any  judgment  on  air  pollution  and  to  remember  that 
concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide  are  in  no  way  responsible  for 
nuisances  experienced  in  Thurrock.  These  are  caused  by  dust  and 
fumes  from  industry  on  the  river. 


DEPOSIT  GAUGE  RESULTS 
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WIND  DIRECTION  -  NUMBER  OF  DAYS 


1971 

N. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

s.  s.w. 

W. 

N.W, 

January 

— 

5 

1 

7 

—  16 

— 

i 

February 

— 

4 

1 

5 

12 

1 

c 

J) 

March 

1 

9 

1 

3 

1  10 

0 

w 

4 

April 

— 

17 

3 

2 

5 

1 

2, 

May 

1 

14 

1 

3 

1  9 

— 

2 

June 

— 

10 

— 

1 

1  12 

2 

4 

July 

— 

7 

3 

4 

2  9 

2 

4 

August 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1  15 

1 

3 

September 

— 

5 

3 

8 

1  12 

— 

1 

October 

— 

3 

1 

8 

1  15 

1 

2 

November 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1  14 

3 

8 

December 

1 

5 

1 

4 

1  15 

2 

2 

Rodent  Control. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act,  1949. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  Rodent  Staff  during 
the  year:  — 


Local 

Authority 

Premises 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

All 

Other 

Premises 

TOTAL 

I*  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act 

(c)  Otherwise 

3i 

992 

190 

1213 

2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sec.  i)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 
by: 

\  Major 

(a)  Rats  1 

j  Minor 

)  Major 

(b)  Mice 

j  Minor 

1 

1 

21 

542 

77 

640 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

421 

93 

520 

3.  Total  treatments  carried 
out  inch  retreatments  ... 

3° 

1076 

208 

1314 

30 


Disinfestation  and  Disinfection. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  list  which  follows,  the  section  deals 
with  pests  which  are  not  necessarily  of  public  health  significance :  — 
Rooms  disinfested  for  fleas  and  lice  115 
Rooms  disinfested  for  bugs  ...  ...  63 


Wasps  nests  destroyed 
Bee  Swarms  ... 
Pigeons  trapped 


94 

36 

16 


Other  problems  which  involved  the  department  included  bats, 
cockroaches  and  silverfish. 

The  caterpillar  of  the  brown  tail  moth  is  a  continuing  problem 
and  much  work  could  be  saved  in  summer  by  lopping  and  burn¬ 
ing  of  infested  branches  in  winter. 

The  department  continued  to  provide  a  drain  clearing  service 
at  a  charge  of  £1.50.  140  drains  were  cleared  and  32  tests  applied. 

During  1971,  15  rooms  were  fumigated  following  infectious 
disease  and  bedding  was  steam  disinfected  in  4  cases. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  number  of  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops  issued  during  the 
year  was  8. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  195L 

No  premises  in  the  area  are  registered  under  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  Act. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957. 

13  plants  were  licensed  during  the  year. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963. 

This  Act  requires  establishments  used  for  the  boarding  of  cats 
or  dogs  to  be  licensed  annually  by  the  local  authority. 

The  Council  employs  a  qualified  Veterinary  Officer  on  a  part- 
time  basis  to  make  periodic  inspections  of  all  establishments  and 
to  submit  a  report  prior  to  applications  for  licences  being  con¬ 
sidered.  In  addition  routine  inspections  are  made  during  the  year. 

During  1971,  4  establishments  were  licensed  by  the  Council. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964. 

This  Act  requires  Riding  Establishments  to  be  licensed 
annually  by  the  local  authority. 
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The  Veterinary  Officer  dealing  with  Animal  Boarding  Estab¬ 
lishments  has  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  the  inspection 
and  licensing  of  these  establishments. 

During  1971,  3  establishments  were  licensed  by  the  Council. 

Toys  (Safety)  Regulations,  1967. 

These  were  also  made  under  the  Consumer  Protection  Act, 
1961,  and  came  into  operation  on  1st  November,  1967.  They  pre¬ 
scribe  the  amount  of  lead  and  other  toxic  metals  which  may  be 
present  in  the  paint  on  such  toys. 

3  samples  were  taken,  all  were  satisfactory. 


Noise  Abatement. 

Clubs  of  various  kinds  headed  the  list  as  sources  of  unreason¬ 
able  noise  during  the  year.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
popularity  of  discotheque  type  of  entertainment  with  flashing 
lights  and  amplified  music,  which  is  all  very  exciting  to  the  par¬ 
ticipants  but  often  not  appreciated  by  an  adjoining  resident. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of  the  Environment 
has  expressed  the  hope  that  new  noise  legislation  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  lifetime  of  the  present  Parliament.  The  creation  of 
Noise  Control  Areas  as  we  now  have  Smoke  Control  Areas  is  a 
concept  for  future  legislation.  The  possibility  of  having  areas  where 
noise  is  kept  to  a  reasonable  level  is  an  attractive  one.  Obviously 
there  would  be  practical  difficulties  but  progress  inevitably  has  to 
overcome  difficulties.  Other  sources  of  noise  complaints  in¬ 
cluded  :  — 

Noise  from  container  storage  depot. 

Barking  dogs. 

Car  panel  beating. 

Electric  saw. 


Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area  Visits 

Atmospheric  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,543 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Caravans  .  743 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Drainage  .  ...  682 

Dwellinghouses  .  2,631 

Factories  (Mechanical)  .  113 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical)  .  8 

Fairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area  Visits 

Food  Inspections .  429 

Food  Preparation  Premises  (Hygiene)  .  245 

Food  Shops  Inspection  (Hygiene)  .  646 

Food  Vehicles  and  Stalls .  128 

Hairdressers  39 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .  49 

Improvement  Area  (Compulsory)  .  129 

Improvement  Grants  (Standard) .  140 

Improvement  Grants  (Discretionary)  .  857 

Infectious  Disease .  289 

Licensed  Premises  (Hygiene)  .  67 

Miscellaneous  .  1,099 

Meat  Inspection  .  490 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  355 

Outworkers .  .  .  .  18 

Overcrowding  .  60 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act: 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Shops  .  408 

Wholesale  Premises  and  Warehouses  ...  10 

Catering  Establishments  .  11 

Staff  Canteens .  5 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ...  — 

Pet  Animals,  Boarding  and  Riding  Establishments  36 

Qualification  Certificates .  789 

Rodent  Control  . 156 

Refuse  Tips  and  Accumulations .  866 

Sampling:  Food  and  Drugs  .  218 

Ice  Cream  .  183 

Milk  .  224 

Swimming  Baths  .  ...  72 

Mains  Water .  7 

Well  Water  . .  1 

Schools  Canteens  .  25 

Shops  Act,  1950  (Records  and  Hours) .  10 

Slaughterhouses  .  10 

Smoke  Control  .  96 

Stables  and  Pigsties  .  71 

Verminous  Premises  .  92 

Waste  Food  Order  .  17 

Water  Supplies  .  28 

Works  Canteens  .  4 

Work  Places  .  2 

Toy  Samples  .  3 
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SECTION  “E” 


HOUSING 

New  Houses. 

No.  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year:  — 

By  local  authority  .  420 

By  other  local  authorities  ...  ...  ...  348 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  457 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1,479 

(b)  Number  of  inspections /re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,631 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  1)  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  738 

(b)  Number  of  inspections /re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  ...  .  1,163 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation,  and  not  capable  at  a  reason¬ 
able  expense  of  being  rendered  fit  (excluding 
Clearance  Areas) .  5 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  31 
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Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  9  ...  ...  ...  30 

(B)  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  matters  to  be  re¬ 
medied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  matters 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  or  owner  ...  1 

(C)  Sections  16  and  23,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  .  19 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  were 
accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  to  render  fit  were  accepted  ...  ...  Nil 

(D)  Sections  17  and  18,  Housing  Act ,  1957. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  .  . .  1 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iii)  Parts  of  Building  closed  .  1 

(iv)  Closing  Orders  Determined  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Slum  Clearance. 

2  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  during  the  year.  These  in¬ 
volved  30  properties. 
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Slum  clearance  work  should  tend  to  decrease  as  time  goes  on 
and  be  replaced  by  rehabilitation  by  way  of  improvement. 


Improvement  Grants. 

1.  No.  of  Applications  received:  — 

(a)  For  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969  121 

(b)  Combined  Improvement  Grant  and  Qualification  Cer¬ 

tificate  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969  (included  in  (a) 
above)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(c)  For  Standard  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969  ...  21 

(d)  For  Combined  Standard  Grant  and  Qualification  Cer¬ 

tificate  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969  (included  in  (c) 
above)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


2.  No.  of  Notices  of  Approval  issued:  — 


(a)  For  Improvement  Grants  (under  the  Housing  Act, 
1969)  .  139 


(b)  For  Standard  Grants  (under  the  Housing  Act,  1969)  16 


Improvement  of  Dwellinghouses. 

An  important  aspect  of  the  department’s  work  concerns  the 
improvement  of  the  older  type  of  dwellinghouses.  It  is  readily 
conceded  that  houses  without  bathroom  facilities,  hot  and  cold 
water  or  an  inside  toilet  are  no  longer  acceptable — every  family 
should  expect  to  have  the  benefit  of  such  facilities. 

There  has  been  much  local  and  national  publicity  on  the 
availability  of  Improvement  Grants  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note 
the  continuing  rise  in  applications  received. 

During  the  year  the  Council  declared  its  first  General  Im¬ 
provement  Area  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969.  This  declaration 
was  preceded  by  much  local  publicity,  the  distribution  of  literature 
and,  of  most  importance,  a  number  of  public  meetings.  The  sup¬ 
port  given  was  encouraging  and  it  was  after  receiving  the  general 
assent  of  the  residents  to  the  scheme  that  the  Council  formally 
declared  the  Area.  The  public  meetings  gave  opportunity  for  the 
exchange  of  opinion  and  as  a  result  of  the  views  expressed,  a 
number  of  modifications  to  the  Scheme  were  made. 
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The  Area  covers  10.29  hectares,  includes  536  dwellings,  a 
considerable  proportion  of  which  could  qualify  for  some  degree 
of  Grant  assistance,  and  embraces  the  following  roads :  — 


Arthur  Street,  Grays 
Broadway,  „  (part) 

Bridge  Road,  „  (part) 

Charles  Street, 

Church  Street, 

Elm  Road, 

Gipsy  Lane, 

Grove  Road, 

John  Street, 

Manor  Road, 


Maple  Road, 

Oak  Road, 

William  Street,  „ 
Wood  Street, 


With  the  commencement  of  the  Council's  environment  im¬ 
provement  works,  e.g.,  for  parking  areas,  play  areas,  etc.,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  steady  stream  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants 
will  be  received  by  the  Department.  However,  it  will,  no  doubt, 
be  necessary  to  periodically  revive  interest  in  improvement  and 
it  may  Well  be  some  time  before  the  full  benefit  of  the  Scheme  is 
apparent. 


In  an  endeavour  to  obtain  some  conformity  in  the  street  scene 
the  Council  has  set  aside  a  sum  of  money  for  the  repair  or  renewal 
of  front  boundary  fences  provided  the  work  is  carried  out  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  one  of  two  specifications.  A  grant  of  50%  of  the 
actual  cost  incurred  will  be  paid,  subject  to  a  maximum  of  £10. 


The  arrestment  of  decay  in  older  houses  and  their  improve¬ 
ment  with  the  aid  of  a  grant  is  a  good  thing  and  obviously  of 
national  benefit.  However,  I  will  never  understand  the  reasoning 
behind  the  decision  in  the  1969  Housing  Act  to  remove  the  3  year 
re-sale  restriction.  This  has  opened  the  way  to  the  speculator 
and  certainly  increased  the  cost  of  this  class  of  housing. 

Instead  of  financial  assistance  helping  those  in  need,  often 
properties  are  improved  by  speculators,  with  Grant  aid,  and  then 
sold  at  top  market  prices. 
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Verminous  Premises. 

During  the  year  178  rooms  were  disinfested  for  fleas,  bugs, 
cockroaches  and  !lide.  In  view  of  the  Government’s  withdrawal  of 
D.D.T.  from  general  public  supply  during  the  year,  the  Department 
ceased  the  use  of  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  Water  soluble 
sprays  containing  either  pybuthrin,  B.H.C.,  or  malathion  have  been 
used  effectively. 

In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  rooms  for  vermin  the  Depart¬ 
ment  is  called  upon  from  time  to  time  to  treat  other  insleets  and 
in  this  connection  20  disinfestations  were  carried  out. 

A  standard  charge  of  £1.00  per  room  is  made. 


Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  60  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  over¬ 
crowding  complaints,  either  with  regard  to  a  rehousing  application 
or  application  for  a  Local  Authority  mortgage  advance. 

In  those  instances  where  overcrowding  was  established,  suit¬ 
able  representations  were  made  to  the  relevant  Department. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Problems  did  arise  during  the  year  concerning  unauthorised 
gipsy  encampments.  Following  eviction  action  by  a  London 
Borough  Council,  more  than  50  gipsies  and  fellow  travellers  en¬ 
camped  on  private  land  (an  old  refuse  tip)  adjoining  the  A.  13 
Trunk  Road  at  Purfleet.  Their  presence  in  an  area  bordering  on 
residential  development  prompted  public  outcry  and  petition. 
Meetings  with  the  Gipsy  Council  representatives  provided  a  means 
of  contact  but  not  the  removal  of  the  gipsies.  The  Council  ulti¬ 
mately  threatened  prosecution  of  the  land  owner  under  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  which  prompted  them  to 
seek  eviction  in  the  County  Court. 

The  Urban  District  of  Thurrock  has  had  a  problem  with  gipsy 
encampments  over  the  years,  mainly  arising  from  their  passage 
through  the  District  en  route  to  the  hop  fields  of  Kent.  At  the 
time  of  census,  however,  carried  out  in  the  1960’s,  the  number  of 
gipsies  was  minimal  and  on  this  evidence  the  County  Council  did 
not  include  Thurrock  in  its  lists  of  County  districts  scheduled  to 
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have  an  authorised  gipsy  encampment.  Having  regard  to  past  ex¬ 
perience  and  sharing  the  conviction  that  the  census  presented  an 
inaccurate  picture,  my  Council  is  actively  engaged  in  a  dialogue 
with  the  County  Council  with  a  view  to  an  authorised  gipsy  en¬ 
campment  being  established  within  the  Thurrock  Urban  District. 

Only  one  licensed  caravan  site  exists  in  the  District  at  Cor- 
ringham.  It  consists  of  20  standings  for  residential  use.  It  is  a 
well  run  site  and,  generally,  presents  no  problems. 

The  position  in  Thurrock  regarding  licensed  sites  is  as  fol¬ 
lows: — 

(1)  No.  of  cases  during  the  year  in  which  a  site  licence 

was  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Total  number  of  licensed  sites  .  1 

Complaints  Received. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  2,669  complaints  were  received 
from  residents  within  the  Urban  District.  Within  the  capabilities 
of  the  Department,  complaints  are  visited  on  the  day  of  receipt 
and  appropriate  action  taken. 
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SECTION  “F” 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION 

OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1  —  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
inspec-  Written 
tions  Notices 

(3)  (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities... 

17 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

374 

113 

8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

Total  ... 

391 

121 

8 

• — 

2  —  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  cases  in  which 

PARTICULARS  Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

0) (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

—  . —  —  . — 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

—  —  —  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

—  —  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

- -  -  -  - 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7):  — 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

1 

1  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

4 

3  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork)  . 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

8 

7 —  —  — 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outworkers. 

There  are  two  employers  of  outworkers  as  defined  in  Section 
133  of  the  Act,  in  this  area. 

A  register  of  outworkers  resident  in  the  district  is  kept,  the 
number  so  registered  being  95. 
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SECTION  “G” 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

Legislation  in  Force. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Days  Act,  1965. 

^oung  Persons  (Employment)  Acts,  1938-64. 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 


Closing  Orders. 

(1)  Grays  Thurrock  —  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  7  p.m. 

Friday,  8  p.m.  Saturday,  9  p.m. 

Art  needlework  Dealers,  Bakers,  Boot  and  Shoe  Merchants, 
Butchers,  Chemists,  China  and  Glass  Merchants,  Corn  Mer¬ 
chants,  Dairymen,  Drapers,  Furnishers,  Gentlemen’s  Outfitters, 
Ironmongers  and  Hardware  Merchants,  Jewellers,  Oil  and 
Colour  Merchants,  Photographers,  Sewing  Machine  Agents  and 
Stationers. 

(2)  North  and  South  Stifford,  West  and  Little  Thurrock. 
Tobacconists  —  Weekdays,  9.30  p.m.  Saturday,  10  p.m. 


Sunday  Trading  Exemptions. 

Parts  of  Grays  (Old 
High  Street  from 
Market  Place  to 
Grays  Beach). 


Photographic  requisites. 
Sale  of  articles  for  bath¬ 
ing  or  fishing,  toys, 
souvenirs,  fancy  goods, 
books,  stationery,  photo¬ 
graphs,  reproductions  & 
postcards. 


Shops  Acts,  19501 — 1965. 

10  visits  were  carried  out  but  no  notices  served. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 
Registrations  and  General  Inspections: 


Premises 

Registra-  Total  No.  of 
tions  dur-  Registered 

First 

Inspect’ns 

ing  1971  Premises 

in  1971 

Offices  . 

9 

182 

11 

Retail  Shops . 

15 

543 

68 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  ... 

—  12 

6 

Catering  Establishments  &  Canteens 

2 

93 

5 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . 

—  2 

2 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  during  the  year 
was  459. 


Analysis  oj  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises. 

Class  of  Premises  No.  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices 

•  •  • 

2,302 

Retail  Shops 

•  •  . 

2,986 

Wholesale  Dept.  Warehouses 

•  •  • 

168 

Catering  Establishments  . . . 

•  •  • 

662 

Canteens 

,  , , 

161 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

. . . 

9 

Total 

6,288 

Males 

2,560 

Females 

3,728 

Analysis  of  Contraventions. 

Section  Number  of  Contraventions  Found 


6  Temperature  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

7  Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

8  Lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

9  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  19 

10  Washing  Facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

16  Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs  ...  ...  ...  7 

20  Maintenance  of  Hoists  and  Lifts  . .  ...  1 

24  First  Aid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  Matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


Total 


66 
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Exemptions. 

No  applications  for  exemptions  were  made  during  the  year. 


Regulations. 

Regulations  regarding  lighting,  ventilation,  cleanliness  and 
facilities  for  the  drying  of  clothing  have  not  yet  been  made  by  the 
Minister  but  a  circular  has  been  issued  which  gives  guidance  to 
local  authorities  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  Section  8  relating  to 
lighting. 


Accidents. 

The  Act  requires  that  the  enforcing  authority  be  notified  forth¬ 
with  of  any  accident  occurring  on  the  premises  which 

(a)  causes  the  death  of  a  person  employed  to  work  on  the 
premises 

or 

(b)  disables  any  such  person  for  more  than  three  days. 

23  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  4 
on  the  previous  year. 

Accidents  were  of  a  widely  diverse  nature  and  did  not  involve 
contraventions  of  the  Act. 

It  is  again  noticeable  that  quite  a  high  proportion  of  injuries 
were  strains  sustained  in  manual  lifting  operations.  This  is  an 
indication  that  many  employees  are  not  aware  of  the  correct  way 
of  lifting  heavy  loads  so  as  to  avoid  muscular  injury. 


REPORTED  ACCIDENTS,  1971 
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Notices  Served. 

Details  of  Requirements  made  under  the  Act  during  the  year 
are  as  follows:  — 

Requirement  Numbei 

Provide  thermometer  .  6 

Provide  adequate  means  of  heating  .  3 

Provide  adequate  ventilation  .  1 

Provide  adequate  lighting  to  work  areas .  1 

Cleanse  and/or  redecorate  W.C .  19 

Provide  screen  to  urinals .  1 

Provde  hand  washing  facilities  .  2 

Provide  and  fix  staircase  handrail .  3 

Repair  or  renew  staircase .  2 

Repair  or  renew  floors  . .  2 

ProVide  first  aid  box  ...  .  12 

Repair  windows  .  5 

Provide  copy  of  “Abstract  of  the  Act”  . .  . .  7 

Remove  obstructions  .  1 

Repair  goods  hoist  ...  1 
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SECTION  “H” 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Dairies. 

Within  the  Urban  District  6  premises  are  registered  as  Dairies 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959.  They  are 
essentially  distribution  depots  and  no  handling  of  bulk  milk  is 
involved. 


Retail  Milk  Shops. 

Two  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  in  respect  of  the  sale 
of  designated  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1963. 

Licences  in  force  under  these  Regulations  are  as  follows :  — 


(a)  Dealers  (pre-packed)  for  untreated  milk 

...  12 

(b) 

„  „  „  pasteurised  milk 

...  100 

(c) 

„  „  „  sterilised  milk 

...  108 

(d) 

„  „  „  ultra  heat  treated 

milk  24 

Note- 

-Although  8  dealers  are  licensed  to  sell  untreated 
milk  none  is,  in  fact,  sold  other  than  from  the  one 

farm  referred  to  above. 


Milk  Samples. 

(a)  Bacteriological. 

No  milk  pasteurising  plants  are  situated  within  the  Urban 
District  and  all  milk  retailed  in  the  District  is  processed  at  plants 
within  the  areas  of  nearby  authorities.  The  sampling  of  milk  to 
establish  satisfactory  pasteurisation  (Phosphatase  Test)  keeping 
qualities  (Methylene  Blue  Test)  and  sterilised  milk  (Turbidity  Test), 
is  carried  out  every  week. 
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From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  1 1  samples  failed 
the  methylene  blue  test. 

In  two  instances  the  fault  lay  with  the  method  of  storage. 
The  remainder  of  the  failures  was  found  to  arise  during  transport 
by  lorry  from  the  bottling  plant  to  the  retailer  when  the  temper¬ 
ature  of  some  bottles  was  raised  thus  causing  increased  bacterio¬ 
logical  activity.  The  solution  in  this  case  would  be  the  use  of 
insulated  container  lorries. 


GRADE 

No. 

taken 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Methylene  Blue 
Test 

Colony 

Count 

Turbity 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Void 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

201 

201 

— ■ 

190 

— 

II 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Ultra  Heat 
Treated 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

209 

201 

— 

190 

— 

II 

4 

— 

4 

— 

(b)  Biological . 

There  are  eleven  (11)  milk  producing  farms  in  the  district. 
Only  one  farm  retails  part  of  its  daily  output  as  untreated  (raw) 
milk,  all  other  milk  is  subject  to  pasteurisation. 

The  sampling  of  milk  by  the  department  is  restricted  to  those 
farms  retailing  untreated  milk,  which  is  tested  for  Brucellosis 
organisms.  These  samples,  taken  monthly,  proved  negative  to  Bru¬ 
cellosis.  The  one  farm  still  retailing  untreated  milk  has,  in  fact, 
voluntary  joined  the  Ministry’s  Brucellosis  eradication  scheme  and 
is  Registered  by  the  Ministry  as  an  Accredited  Herd. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Two  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  in  the  district,  both  of  which 
remain  in  constant  use. 
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Meat  Inspection. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 

part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

Calves  and 
Lambs 

Pigs  Goats 

Number  killed  \ 

Number  inspected  / 

2232 

1 

5  2090 

4920  — 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

234 

1 

—  20 

446  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

10.48 

—  .95 

9.06  — 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ _  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

—  — 

48  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

—  — . 

.97  — 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

28 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  ... 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  . 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  . — 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
Cysticercosis  . 

1.25 

— 

-  - 

-  - 
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There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  killed 
at  the  local  slaughterhouses  reducing  from  10,431  to  9,248.  Apart 
from  parasitic  conditions  in  various  organs  the  quality  of  meat 
produced  continued  to  be  of  a  high  standard. 

Meat  Condemned. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  (including  offal)  at  both 
slaughterhouses  during  the  year  amounted  to  6,024  lbs 

Slaughtermen. 

Seven  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  accordance  with  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 


Unsound  Food  (Voluntary  Surrendered). 


Commodity 

cwts. 

qtrs. 

lbs 

3,905  Tins  Fruit 

37 

1 

16 

2,155 

99 

Vegetables 

30 

1 

17 

294 

99 

Meat 

5 

2 

13 

159 

99 

Fish 

— 

3 

— 

181 

99 

Fruit  Juice 

2 

1 

22 

241 

99 

Milk  Puddings 

2 

1 

5 

150 

99 

Milk 

— 

3 

14 

45 

99 

Soup 

— 

1 

13 

41 

99 

Meat  Puddings 

— 

1 

9 

53 

99 

Spaghetti  and  Ravioli 

— 

2 

0 

25 

99 

Fruit  Puddings 

— 

- — 

22 

27 

99 

Cream 

— 

— 

10 

18 

99 

Beverages 

— 

— 

11 

9 

99 

Golden  Syrup 

— 

— 

4 

1 

99 

Marmalade 

— 

— 

2 

7  Jars 

Meat  Extract 

— 

— 

1 

3 

99 

Jam 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Jar 

Beetroot 

— * 

— - 

l 

29 

Bottles  Sauce 

— 

— 

23 

4 

99 

Milk  Shake 

— 

— 

1 

138 

Pkts. 

Biscuits  and  Cereals 

1 

— 

24 

75 

99 

Custard  Powder  and  Cornflour 

— 

2 

15 

3 

99 

Macaroni 

— 

— 

3 

110 

99 

Cheese 

— 

— 

20 
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Commodity 

cwts. 

qtrs. 

lbs, 

74 

Pkts.  Dried  Fruit 

— 

1 

15 

24 

„  Sugar 

— 

— 

24 

12 

„  Tea 

• — 

— 

3 

72 

„  Sweets 

— 

— 

13 

Desiccated  Coconut 

— 

— 

n 

/ 

Nut  Oil 

— 

* — 

9 

Bacon 

2 

— 

26 

Fish 

4 

2 

21 

Margarine 

2 

1 

24 

Cheese 

■ — 

— 

3 

Ham 

— • 

— 

5 

Beef 

14 

3 

8 

Pork 

• — 

1 

— 

Pig  Offal 

2 

— 

22 

Sausages 

— 

— 

2 

Meat  Pies 

— 

— 

2 

Ox  Livers 

— 

1 

12 

Beasts  Spleens 

— 

2 

4 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

— 

1 

2 

Frozen  Cod 

- — 

• — 

14 

Frozen  Meat 

12 

3 

19 

15,784 

Packets  of  Frozen  Foods 

Total  125 

2 

10 

All  condemned  food  is  collected  by  the  department  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  on  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  under  supervision. 


Ice-Cream  Samples. 

175  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination,  with  the  following  results: 

Ministry’s  Provisional  Grading  No.  of  Samples 

Grade  I  ...  ...  ...  126 

Grade  II  ...  ...  ...  21 

Grade  III  ...  ...  ...  15 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  ...  13 

18  Ice  Lolly  samples  were  also  taken  and  proved  satisfactory, 
i.e.,  had  a  pH  value  of  less  than  4.5. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

1,174  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made  to  retail  food 
premises,  restaurants,  cafes,  works  and  school  canteens,  etc. 

Arising  from  such  inspections  the  following  requirements  were 
requested  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Regulations :  — 


REQUIREMENTS  NUMBER 

Repair  and/or  decorate  walls / ceiling  ...  ...  44 

Cleanse  or  renew  equipment  .  ...  6 

Provide  suitably  covered  refuse  containers  ...  2 

Protect  food  and  containers  from  risk  of  contamin¬ 
ation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Display  ‘Wash  your  Hands”  Notices  .  8 

Repair  shop  floor  covering  ...  ...  ...  12 

Provide  suitable  storage  facilities .  1 

Provide  soap,  towels  and  nailbrushes  ...  ...  7 

Provide  or  renew  sinks  .  6 

Repair /renew  wall  tiles  .  2 

Repair  roofs  ...  1 

Renew  defective  internal  surfaces  of  food  stores 

and  refrigerators  .  ...  ...  5 

Provide /repair /cleanse  shelves  or  working  surfaces  11 

Provide  hot  water  supply  to  sink .  10 

Remove  accumulations  from  rear  of  premises  ...  2 

Maintain  an  Improved  Standard  of  Cleanliness 

throughout  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Comply  with  Storage  of  Cooked  Foods  Regulations 

(Temperature)  .  2 

Provide  suitable  means  of  floor  drainage .  2 

Repair  cellar  and  secure  against  rats  .  1 

Provide  partition  between  kitchen  and  storeroom  1 


Classification  of  Food  Premises. 

A  table  follows  which  gives  details  of  the  various  types  of 
food  premises  in  the  district  controlled  by  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations. 

The  limitations  of  the  law  when  dealing  with  insanitary  food 
premises  give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  concern  among  public  health 
inspectors.  Powers  are  required  to  close  such  places  immediately 
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when  the  occasions  arise.  As  the  Jaw  stands  now  an  inspector  may 
enter  a  food  shop,  cafe  or  restaurant  and  find  filthy  walls,  floors 
and  ceilings,  mouse  or  rat  droppings  on  food,  dirty  greasy  stoves 
and  food  preparation  surfaces  and  have  to  walk  out  leaving  the 
proprietor  to  continue  trading  in  such  conditions.  Thereafter  he 
can  instigate  legal  proceedings  but  while  the  legal  machinery  is 
getting  into  gear  food  is  still  being  sold  under  unhygienic  con¬ 
ditions  for  up  to  three  months  or  more.  Powers  should  be  made 
available  for  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  issue  an  interim  order  for 
closure  of  insanitary  or  defective  premises  on  report  of  the  public 
health  inspector,  pending  the  court  hearing. 

The  clear  date  stamping  of  perishable  food  stuffs,  has  been 
under  consideration  by  the  food  trade  and  public  health  inspectors 
in  recent  time.  The  present  system  of  date  stamping  used  by  food 
manufacturers  is  by  means  of  a  code  known  only  to  the  manu¬ 
facturers.  Customers  and  enforcement  officers  unless  in  possession 
of  the  code  have  no  means  of  judging  the  age  of  the  food.  Many 
retailers  have  little  idea  of  adequate  stock  rotation  and  the  danger 
of  purchasing  old  food  is  always  present.  The  clear  date  stamp¬ 
ing  of  perishable  food  would  eliminate  this  possibility  and  undoubt¬ 
edly  this  country’s  entrance  into  the  European  Economic 
Community  will  have  an  effect  on  the  issue. 


TRADE 

Butchers  . 

No.  of 
Premises 

62 

No.  of  Prem¬ 
ises  fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16 

62 

No.  of  Prem¬ 
ises  to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

62 

No.  of  Prem¬ 
ises  fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

62 

Grocery  &  Provision 
Merchants 

90 

90 

90 

90 

Fruiterers 

&  Greengrocers 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Fishmongers 

(incl.)  Fish  Fryers 

28 

28 

28 

28 

Sugar  Confectionery 

84 

84 

80 

80 

Flour  Confectionery 

27 

27 

27 

27 

Bakehouses 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Cafes  &  Restaurants 

74 

74 

74 

74 

Works  Canteens 

68 

68 

68 

68 

School  Canteens  . . . 

60 

60 

60 

60 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

88 

88 

88 

88 

Clubs 

48 

48 

48 

48 

General  Stores 

incl.  Supermarkets 

63 

63 

63 

63 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 — Section  16. 

300  premises  are  currently  registered  under  the  above  section 

for : 

(a)  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale; 

or, 

(b)  the  sale,  manufacture  or  storage  of  ice  cream. 

A  considerable  number  of  registered  premises  under  (a)  above 
relate  to  domestic  premises  where  the  occupier  engages  in  the 
peeling  of  shrimps.  Only  two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  ice  cream  under  (b)  above. 

Food  Complaints. 


106  complaints  relating  to  the  sale  of  unsatisfactory  food  were 
made  to  the  department. 

Complaints  are  classified  as  follows:  — 


Uncon¬ 

firmed 

Dirty  Milk 
Bottle 

Foreign 
Bodies 
in  Milk 

Insects 
in  Food 

Foreign 
Bodies 
in  Food 

Decomposition 
or  stale 

Food 

Mouldy 

Food 

Miscellaneous 

7 

3 

3 

18 

34 

7 

25 

9 

The  number  of  food  complaints  are  almost  double  last  year’s 
figure.  This  could  be  due  to  the  public’s  insistence  on  quality  in 
the  food  they  buy  or  to  automation  in  the  food  trade  and  faster 
rate  of  production  giving  rise  to  greater  risk  of  occasional  faults. 
This  could  be  true  in  the  case  of  foreign  bodies  in  food.  In  some 
reported  cases  parts  of  machinery  had  been  found  in  food,  an 
obvious  indication  of  inefficient  maintenance. 

Insects  and  mould  in  food  were  the  most  frequent  causes  of 
complaint.  The  presence  of  mould,  is  often  due  to  bad  stock 
rotation  by  the  retailer,  giving  rise  to  food  being  kept  long  enough 
for  mould  to  develop.  However,  it  must  be  admitted  that  bakers 
have  a  particular  problem  in  mould  prevention  since  the  moist, 
warm  atmosphere  of  the  bakehouse  is  particularly  conducive  to 
the  growth  of  mould 

Legal  Proceedings  (Food  Complants) 

13  prosecutions  were  taken  during  the  year.  Details  are  given 
overleaf.  All  but  one  were  taken  under  Section  2 — Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955.  The  remaining  case  was  in  respect  of  sausages  contain¬ 
ing  insufficient  meat  and  was  taken  under  the  Sausages  and  Other 
Meat  Products  Regulations. 
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Taken  under  Section  2 — Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 


Date  of 
Hearing 

Detail  of  Case 

Fine 

Costs 

27/1/71 

Sale  of  Unfit  Bread  . 

...  £5 

£2 

9/3/71 

Fresh  Cream  Desserts  (Mouldy) 

...  £10 

£2 

5/3/71 

Chestnuts — Mouldy  . 

...  £10 

£3 

7/4/71 

Cigarette  end  in  Fruit  Loaf 

...  £20 

£5 

7/4/71 

Object  in  Butter  . 

...  £20 

£5 

2/6/71 

(a)  Fibres  in  Bread  . 

...  £40 

£5 

(b)  Oil  and  Iron  in  Bread 

...  £40 

£5 

2/6/71 

Fly  in  Cheese  Spread  . 

...  £10 

£5 

16/6/71 

Glass  in  Meat  Pie  . 

...  £30 

£5 

4/8/71 

Glass  in  Milk  . 

...  £20 

£5 

1/12/71 

Philadelphia  Cheese — Mouldy 

...  £15 

£3 

8/12/71 

Red  Foreign  Material  in  Bread  ... 

...  £15 

£3 

8/12/71 

Loaf  of  Bread — Mouldy . 

...  £2 

£2 

Legal  Proceedings  Taken  as  a  Result  of  Weekly  Food  and 
Drugs  Sampling. 


Date  of 

Hearing  Detail  of  Case  Fine  Costs 

10/2/71  Insufficient  Meat  in  Sausages  .  £25  £3 

Analyst’s  Fee  of  £3  was  also  awarded  in  this  Case. 


Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968. 

6,276  Food  Containers  (93,173  tons)  were  passed  through  the 
Base  of  which  917  Containers  were  examined  in  detail  involving 
a  total  of  13,956  tons  of  food. 


Tons  Cwts. 

Canned  Fruit — Damaged  and  Leaking  ...  —  18 

Canned  Meat — Damaged  and  Leaking  ...  —  2 

Tea — Contaminated  by  Oil  &  Wet  Damage  10  — 

Rice — Contaminated  1  2 

Sultanas — Wet  Damage  .  —  2 

Honey — Drum  Damaged  and  Contaminated  —  5 

72  Bottles  Beer — Broken  and  Damaged  ... 

348  Cans  Beer — Contaminated  by  Oil  ... 


Qtrs 

3 

2 

3 


Lbs 

4 

11 

1 

26 

25 

6 


Total  12  12 


1 


3 


,  ■  :‘j. 


. 


. 
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Report  of  the 
Public  Analyst 
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During  the  year  1971,  383  articles  of  food  and  drugs  were 
examined.  Of  these,  37  were  taken  formally,  318  informally,  and 
28  were  submitted  as  complaints. 

The  number  of  products  adulterated  or  about  which  some 
adverse  comment  was  made  was  56.  The  incidence  of  criticisms 
may  be  classified  as  follows :  — 

No.  of  samples  No.  of  samples 
examined  adulterated,  etc. 

Milk  .  20  — 

Other  foods  ...  ...  ...  330  52 

Drugs  .  33  4 

In  some  of  his  previous  reports  your  analyst  has  commented 
on  the  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  made  by  members 
of  the  public  to  their  Local  Authorities  about  the  quality  or  con¬ 
dition  of  foods.  This  increase  is  now  in  full  spate  and  indicates 
two  regrettable  facts  about  the  present  state  of  society.  Firstly, 
conditions  in  food  factories  should  be  such  that  complaints  should 
be  unnecessary,  and  secondly,  that  there  is  an  increasing  belief  that 
the  retailer  or  manufacturer  will  not  be  honest  in  dealing  with  a 
customer’s  complaint.  At  one  time  it  was  a  maxim  that  the  cus¬ 
tomer  was  always  right,  even  though  it  was  known  that  this  was 
not  necessarily  so,  but  unfortunately  this  attitude  has  changed 
and  one  can  only  hope  that  the  present  trend  will  be  reversed  in 
the  near  future. 

Fragments  present  in  a  minced  beef  pie  were  found  to  be 
pieces  of  glass  contaminated  with  adherent  food  and  the  foreign 
material  on  slices  of  bacon  consisted  essentially  of  bacon  material 
mixed  with  plaster  or  cement.  Two  portions  of  luncheon  meat 
were  examined  because  of  a  complaint  that  they  possessed  a  catty 
taint.  This  unpleasant  taint  has  been  known  for  some  years  now, 
but  in  spite  of  much  research  the  problem  has  not  been  entirely 
solved.  In  canned  foods  it  is  almost  invariably  associated  with 
the  lacquer  on  the  interior  of  the  can. 

Some  frozen  haddock  was  stated  to  have  a  peculiar  smell  on 
defrosting  and  your  analyst  found  that  it  had  a  definitely  bad 
odour.  The  bacteriological  count  was  satisfactory,  but  the  fillets 
had  been  frozen  in  a  block  and  it  was  thought  the  bacteriological 
count  had  probably  been  much  higher  at  some  time  but  that  the 
micro-organisms  had  largely  died  out  during  cold  storage. 

A  Double  Devon  Clotted  cream  was  stated  to  have  a  bitter 
taste  and  this  was  probably  due  to  the  milk  not  being  fresh  before 
the  cream  was  removed  for  clotting. 

A  butter  received  as  a  complaint  was  found  to  be  mouldy, 
another  butter  was  contaminated  with  gear  oil,  and  foreign  matter 
in  a  packet  of  butter  consisted  of  a  piece  of  rubber  1"  x  3/32" 
probably  derived  from  a  travelling  belt  or  similar  installation  in 
the  factory. 
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Three  complaints  were  received  regarding  cheese.  One  was 
mouldy,  another  contained  a  beetle  probably  Domestes  Lardarius, 
and  a  cheese  spread  contained  crystals  of  calcium  phosphate  due 
to  its  being  old  stock. 

A  piece  of  ice  cream  cornet  contained  foreign  matter  which 
was  difficult  to  identify  but  which  appeared  to  consist  of  black 
spots  of  printing  ink  mixed  with  minute  particles  of  vegetable 
material,  probably  from  a  wrapping  paper.  The  discoloration  in 
a  can  of  infant  food  was  caused  by  iron  from  the  scratched  inner 
surface  of  the  tin  plate  of  the  can. 

Several  complaints  were  made  regarding  bread.  A  crust  con¬ 
tained  a  small  piece  of  slightly  dirty  dough  picked  up  on  the  mould¬ 
ing  bench,  and  a  sliced  white  loaf  contained  a  piece  of  brown 
dough.  Gear  oil  had  fallen  from  the  shafting  into  another  loaf, 
the  foreign  matter  in  some  rolls  consisted  of  gear  oil  mixed  with 
flour,  and  the  red  matter  in  another  loaf  consisted  of  red  iron 
oxide  undercoat  paint. 

A  portion  of  cornflakes  and  milk  was  submitted  on  the 
grounds  that  it  possessed  a  fishy  odour.  This  could  not  be  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  laboratory,  but  there  were  several  dark  particles 
present  due  to  pieces  of  overcooked  cornflake.  A  bag  of  potato 
crisps  contained  a  small  uncooked  potato.  This  was  bad  although 
it  may  not  have  been  so  originally  but  the  potato  had  not  been 
sliced  and  the  water  in  the  interior  had  caused  all  the  crisps  in 
the  packet  to  become  soft.  Two  complaints  were  received  about 
cans  of  baked  beans.  One  contained  foreign  matter  consisting  of 
a  mass  of  mould  growth  due  to  a  small  pin  hole  in  the  can  and 
the  other  contained  a  beetle,  but  examination  showed  that  the 
beetle  had  not  in  fact  been  cooked  in  the  can. 

The  foreign  material  found  in  a  batch  of  peanuts  was  rat 
dirt  and  some  confectionery  gums  were  contaminated  with  a  piece 
of  mouse  faeces. 

A  cocktail  possessed  an  unpleasant  flavour  and  was  found  to 
contain  insufficient  alcohol  to  prevent  the  slow  growth  of  bacteria 
which  had  caused  rancidity  to  develop  in  the  fat  and  this  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  complaint,  and  tea  dust  contained  pieces  of  wood 
shavings  and  other  extraneous  matter  and  was  unfit  for  sale  for 
human  use. 

A  product  described  as  “Top  of  the  Milk”  contained  only 
18%  of  butter  fat  and  the  description  was  therefore  incorrect. 
When  the  Cream  Regulations,  1970,  come  into  force  this  descrip¬ 
tion  will  be  illegal.  No  adverse  comments  were  made  on  samples 
of  milk  examined  during  the  year,  but  a  dried  skimmed  milk  pow¬ 
der  possessing  an  unpleasant  taste  was  found  to  contain  7.05  mg. 
of  iron  per  100  g.  and  this  gave  rise  to  the  flavour. 
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A  stewed  steak  contained  only  89%  of  meat  and  about  3% 
of  starch  whereas  the  Canned  Meat  Products  Regulations,  1967, 
Regulation  62,  requires  stewed  steak  without  qualification  to  con¬ 
tain  95%  of  meat.  Two  further  samples  of  stewed  steak  declared 
as  being  95%  meat  contained  respectively  88.4%  and  89.5%  of 
total  meat.  They  were  therefore  7%  and  6%  deficient  in  meat  and 
should  have  been  described  as  stewed  steak  with  gravy.  Several 
samples  of  meat  pie  were  examined  for  their  meat  contents  and 
one  contained  only  22.9%  of  meat. 

Some  sheep  casings  were  reported  as  inferior  because  they 
contained  6,670  bacteria  per  gram  growing  at  blood  heat  and  3,800 
bacteria  per  gram  growing  at  room  temperature.  This  number 
would  be  quite  satisfactory  if  the  casings  were  kept  refrigerated 
but,  even  though  treated  with  salt,  bacteria  eventually  acclimatise 
themselves  to  salt  and  develop. 

The  contents  of  a  can  of  peaches  contained  400  p.p.rn.  of  tin 
in  the  syrup  and  375  p.p.m.  of  tin  in  the  drained  peaches,  and  the 
interior  of  the  can  was  badly  corroded.  Canned  sliced  green  beans 
contained  273  and  288  p.p.m.  of  tin  in  individual  cans.  The  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  Ministry  is  that  the  maximum  tin  content 
should  be  250  p.p.m. 

Four  samples  of  sausages  were  found  to  contain  sulphur 
dioxide  with  no  indication  that  they  were  preserved.  If  they  con¬ 
tain  a  preservative  it  must  be  declared.  Sulphur  dioxide  166  p.p.m. 
was  present  in  a  jar  of  fresh  sliced  lemon,  but  the  sample  bore  no 
list  of  engredients. 

A  sample  submitted  as  ginger  in  syrup  really  consisted  of  pre¬ 
served  ginger. 

The  proof  spirit  in  an  export  shandy  labelled  as  not  over  2% 
proof  was  found  to  be  3.1%.  It  therefore,  contravened  the  Excise 
Regulations  and  should  only  have  been  sold  from  licensed 
premises. 

A  product  described  as  “Sausages  and  vegetables  ready  meal” 
contained  22%  of  sausage  and  78%  of  other  material  and  your 
analyst  considered  that  this  should  have  been  described  as 
“Vegetables  and  Sausages.” 

A  grated  Parmesan  cheese  contained  46%  of  fat  calculated 
on  the  dry  matter,  a  fat  content  which  is  high  for  grated  Parmesan, 
but  even  so  it  should  be  sold  as  a  Medium  Fat  Cheese  not  Full 
Fat  Cheese. 

An  onion  sauce  mix  contained  very  little  onion  and  although 
milk  was  required  to  make  the  sauce  there  was  no  note  on  the 
front  of  the  packet  stating  this.  The  illustrations  were  also  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

The  lettering  of  the  words  “Just  add  egg  and  fruit”  on  a  packet 
of  flan  mix  was  indistinct  and  could  not  be  read  easily  and  a  red 
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jelly  was  also  supplied  to  add  to  the  flan  when  grapes  were  the 
fruit  to  be  used. 

Some  nuts  and  raisins  contained  more  raisins  than  peanuts 
and  were  therefore  incorrectly  described,  but  the  description  “nuts''’ 
for  “peanuts”  was  more  misleading. 

A  food  was  described  as  “Fuji”  protein,  but  Fuji  is  the  name 
of  a  mountain  in  Japan  and  not  of  the  plant  from  which  the  pro¬ 
tein  has  been  derived. 

A  slimming  aid  consisted  of  two  types  of  tablets  and  one  of 
capsules  but  these  were  carelessly  prepared  and  labelled.  One  of 
the  tablets,  saccharin  tablets,  also  failed  to  comply  with  the  Re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Artificial  Sweeteners  in  Food  Regulations,  1969, 
in  that  they  were  not  labelled  “Saccharin  Sodium  Tablets.” 
Another  slimming  product  consisting  of  capsules  and  tablets  was 
also  incorrectly  labelled. 

A  children’s  linctus  described  as  “Glucose  Linctus”  failed  to 
disclose  glucose  syrup  in  the  list  of  ingredients.  If  glucose  is  the 
ingredient  responsible  for  the  quality  of  the  syrup  it  should  be 
obvious  that  glucose  must  be  included  in  the  list  of  active  ingred¬ 
ients.  The  label  of  some  eye  drops  also  failed  to  give  the  quantities 
of  each  of  the  active  ingredients  present,  while  another  product, 
described  as  “Smokies  Pastilles,”  was  considered  to  be  a  food 
rather  than  a  drug  and  the  declaration  of  ingredients  should  there¬ 
fore  have  conformed  with  the  requirements  of  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Order  rather  than  those  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act. 

The  labelling  of  some  “Quiet  Life  Tablets”  was  hopelessly 
incorrect.  They  contained  powdered  vegetable  extracts  but  whether 
these  were  dried  water  or  alcoholic  extracts  or  what  strength  alcohol 
had  been  employed  was  not  stated  and  most  of  the  abbreviations 
on  the  label  were  also  incorrect. 


FOOD  LEGISLATION  IN  1971 


The  year  has  been  a  very  quiet  one  regarding  new  or  pro¬ 
posed  new  legislation  and  the  following  are  the  only  items  of 
interest : — 

The  Preservatives  in  Food  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1971, 
enforce  a  maximum  of  500  parts  per  million  for  sodium  nitrate 
and  200  parts  per  million  of  sodium  nitrite  in  cured  meats,  whether 
raw  or  cooked.  Meat  curers  should  have  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
within  these  limits  and,  in  the  case  of  nitrate,  the  proposed  maxi¬ 
mum  has  seldom  been  employed  in  recent  years. 
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Proposals  to  amend  the  Bread  and  Flour  Regulations,  1963. 
The  Ministry  issued  proposals  to  permit  the  use  of  Azodicarbona- 
mide  and  L-Cysteine  hydrochloride  monohydrate  within  quantit¬ 
ative  limits  as  additional  alternatives  to  the  flour  improving  agents 
as  at  present  permitted.  This  proposal  results  from  the  recently 
introduced  rapid  method  for  fermenting  dough.  There  would 
appear  to  be  no  objection  to  these  additions  provided  sufficient 
control  be  exercised  to  ensure  that  they  are  not  used  at  the  same 
time  as  other  permitted  improvers.  The  possibility  of  adequate 
control  other  than  relying  on  the  honesty  of  manufacturers  is  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  difficult.  Many  years  ago  salicylic  acid  was 
used  as  a  preservative  in  foods  together  with  benzoic  acid  on  the 
assumption  that  if  public  analysts  discovered  the  presence  of  sali¬ 
cylic  acid  they  would  not  look  for  benzoic  acid  as  well.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  permit  the  use  of  ferrous  sulphate  as  an  alternative 
to  finely  powdered  iron,  a  proposal  with  which  most  people  will 
agree. 

Antioxidants  in  Food.  Proposals  to  review  the  use  of  Buty- 
lated  hydroxytoluene.  The  Food  Additives  and  Contaminants 
Committee  recommended  that  no  change  be  made  in  the  Regu¬ 
lations  at  present,  but  that  the  use  of  butylated  hydroxytoluene 
be  kept  under  review  and  considered  when  the  Regulations  as  a 
whole  are  amended. 

Novel  Proteins.  The  Foods  Standards  Committee  issued  a 
Report  on  the  use  of  unconventional  proteins,  such  as  texturised 
proteins  produced  from  materials  such  as  soya  beans  or  from  what 
are  known  as  single  cell  organisms.  Unless  any  drastic  treatment 
is  given  to  proteins,  such  as  soya,  there  should  be  no  risk  and  a 
greater  use  of  this  type  of  food  might  be  beneficial  for  general 
nutritional  standards.  It  is,  however,  hoped  that  very  serious  con¬ 
sideration  will  be  given  to  the  use  of  proteins  from  the  so-called 
single  cell  organisms.  Dried  yeast  and  extracts  from  yeast  have 
been  known  and  used  for  many  years  and  are  probably  safe,  but 
proteins  are  now  being  obtained  by  growing  single  cell  organisms 
on  petroleum  wastes  and  similar  materials.  With  this  type  of  pro¬ 
tein  there  is  a  risk  of  contamination  due  to  impurities  from  the 
material  on  which  the  organisms  are  grown,  and,  in  your  analyst’s 
opinion,  further  investigation  is  needed  regarding  the  possibility 
of  the  presence  of  injurious  substances  in  the  micro-organism 
itself.  The  production  of  antiobiotics  of  the  penicillin  type  from 
moulds  is  a  comparatively  recent  discovery.  Until  considerable 
work  has  been  carried  out  little  is  known  about  the  presence  of 
minor  constituents  in  various  bacteria,  yeasts  and  minute  fungi. 

Thomas  McLachlan. 
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Article 

Number  samples  examined 

<  c3  2 

s  a  *  * 

W  Eh  p  -4-> 

g  <2  a  £ 

to  5  o  H 

Number  adulterated  etc. 

-4-> 

•2  g  B  _ 

S  £  c6 

5  S  &  o 

©  £  a  H 

Ph  ®  o 

M  o 

Beer 

1 

5 

— 

6 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Beverages 

Chocolate 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bread 

— 

2 

5 

7 

— 

■ — 

5 

5 

Cakes 

— 

1 

■ — • 

1 

— 

■ — 

- — 

— 

Cake  Decorations 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  Mix 

— • 

4 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cereals 

Breakfast 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

■ — 

1 

1 

Flour.  Self  Raising 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flour,  Wheatmeal 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Rice 

• — 

4 

— 

4 

« — 

— 

- — - 

— 

Sago 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Cheese 

— 

7 

2 

9 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Cheese  Spread 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cocktail 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Coffee 

— 

1 

• — ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

Colouring 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Confectionery 

— 

9 

2 

11 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Convenience  Meal 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

Cream 

— 

10 

1 

11 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

Cream  Soured 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Custard 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Desserts 

Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

■ — 

Prepared 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Edible  Fats 

Butter 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Ghee 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Low  Fat  Spread 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Margarine 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Egg  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 
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Article 

Number  samples  examined 

r—4  flj  fi 

a  s  $  cs 

£  O  O 

o  ^  Q  u 

Formal 

X 

cr 

Informal  £$ 

t» 

a. 

c 

Complaint  § 

r* 

O 

o. 

Total  p 

Fish 

Cakes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canned 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Frozen 

— 

3 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Paste 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spread 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit 

Canned 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Dried 

— 

17 

—  ■ 

17 

- — ■ 

■ — 

■ — 

— 

Fresh 

— 

32 

— 

32 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Juice 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peel 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Ginger 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

Gluten 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

— 

2 

• — ■ 

2 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Cornet 

— 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

i 

1 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Ice  Lolly  Syrup 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Food 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Meat  Products 

Bacon 

— 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

1 

1 

Brawn 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Cannied 

• - 

19 

2 

21 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Cooked  Ham 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Hamburger  Type 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Haslet 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Pies 

— 

13 

1 

14 

— 

1 

1 

n 

Salami 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages 

1 

13 

— 

14 

1 

3 

— 

4 

Sausage  Rolls 

— 

3 

— 

3 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Sheeps  Casings 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Spread 

— 

4 

• — 

4 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Suet 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- - 

- - 

- 

_ _ 
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Article 

Number  samples  examined 

~  ^  .2 

1  a  3  i 

S  §  §■  o 

o  a  H 

<2  o 

Number  adulterated  etc. 

i 

'  cC  S3 

U  o  ft  o 

£  £  1  H 

M  o 

Milk 

Condensed 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Dried 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

■ — 

1 

1 

Evaporated 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fresh 

19 

— 

— 

19 

— 

• — 

• — - 

— 

Long  Life 

1 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

• — 

— 

■ — 

Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

■ — 

• — 

Top 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

Nuts 

— 

3 

1 

4 

- — 

— 

1 

1 

Nuts  and  Raisins 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Preserves 

Honey 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Jam 

— 

3 

— 

3 

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

Marmalade 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Protein  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puddings 

Bread 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sago 

— 

1 

— 

1 

■ — 

• — 

• — 

■ — 

Christmas 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Sauce 

— 

3 

— 

3 

- — • 

— 

■ — 

• — 

Sauce  Mix 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Salad  Cream 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scotch  Eggs 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

Slimming  Aids 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Soft  Drinks 

— 

17 

— 

17 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Spirits 

Brandy 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

• — 

- — 

Gin 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Rum 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whisky 

5 

— 

— 

5 

— • 

— 

■ — 

— 

Vodka 

4 

— 

— 

4 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Spread,  Savoury 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Sweetener 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tea  Dust 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

T  omatoes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 
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Article 

Number  samples  examined 

r3  IS  .9 

a  §  -l  $ 

J-  o  S'  o 

£  S  1  H 

M  o 

Formal  ^ 

O’ 

Informal 

p 

Cl 

c 

r* 

o 

Complaint  3 

n 

a 

Total  p 

Vegetables 

Canned 

— 

5 

2 

7 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Dried 

— - 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

.  — 

• — 

Fresh 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Potato  Crisps 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pulses 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Sweet  Corn 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Wine 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Drugs 

Analgesic  Spray 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchial  Remedies 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— - 

• — 

Chest  Lozenges 

— • 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Cold  Remedies 

— • 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Children’s  Linctus 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

Glucose  Tablets 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Eye  Drops 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Indigestion  Remedies 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Kidney  Pills 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Laxative 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Mouth  Antiseptic 

— 

1 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paracetamol  Elixir 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pain  Relief 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Smokers  Remedy 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

Throat  Lozenges 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Torhc  Tablets 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tranquiliser 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Vitamin  Capsules 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Total 

37 

318 

28 

383 

1 

28 

27 

56 
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Action  Taken  Regarding  Unsatisfactory  Samples 


Stewed  Steak 

(2  Samples): 

Potato  Crisps: 

Butter: 

Butter: 

Baked  Beans: 

Bread  Roll: 
Peanuts: 

Bread: 

Cornet  Pieces: 

Cheese: 

Cornflakes 

with  Milk: 

Infant  Food: 

Butter: 

Tea  Dust: 

Slimming  Tablets: 

Skimmed  Milk 

Powder: 

Pork  Sausages 

(2  Samples): 

Minced  Beef  Pie: 

Slimming  Plan: 

Confectionery: 

Steak  Pie: 

Eye  Drops: 

Whole  Peaches 

in  Syrup: 

Junior  Glucose 

Linctus: 

Frozen  Haddock: 
Bacon: 

Bread: 

Pork  Sausages: 


Product  relabelled. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Retailer  prosecuted.  Fined  £20  and  £5  costs. 

Matter  taken  up  with  New  Zealand  producers. 

Warning  letter  to  retailers. 

Warning  letter  to  bakers. 

Warning  letter  to  packers. 

Baker  prosecuted.  Fined  £40  and  £5  costs. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Manufacturer  prosecuted.  Fined  £10  and  £5  costs. 

Attention  of  manufacturer  drawn  to  Public 
Analyst’s  findings. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Tea  condemned. 

Label  to  be  corrected. 

Attention  of  manufacturer  drawn  to  Public 

Analyst’s  findings. 

Preservative  notice  now  displayed. 

Manufacturer  prosecuted.  Fined  £30  and  £5  costs. 

Attention  of  manufacturer  drawn  to  Public 

Analyst’s  findings. 

Warning  letters  to  manufacturers  and  retailers. 
Follow-up  formal  sample  satisfactory. 

No  action. 

Attention  of  manufacturer  drawn  to  Public 

Analyst’s  findings. 

Label  altered. 

Remainder  of  consignment  surrendered. 

Warning  letter  to  producer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Preservative  sign  displayed. 
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Action  Taken  Regarding  Unsatisfactory  Samples  (Contd.) 


Costard  (Prepared): 

Tranquilliser 

Tablets: 

Flan  Mix: 

Bread: 

Fresh  Sliced  Lemon: 
Bread: 

Sliced  Green  Beans: 

Parmesan  Cheese: 

Sausages  and 

Vegetables: 

Stewed  Steak 

(Imported): 

Japanese  Fuji 

Protein: 

Sheep  Casings: 

Top  of  the  Milk: 
Toffee  Crisp: 

Baked  Beans: 

Pork  Sausages: 
Shandy: 

Ginger  in  Syrup: 
Cheese  Spread: 

Onion  Sauce  Mix: 

Cheese: 

Cocktail: 

Smokers  Pastiles: 

Luncheon  Meat 

(2  Samples): 

Nuts  and  Raisins: 


Label  amended. 

Label  amended. 

Label  amended. 

Manufacturer  prosecuted.  Fined  £15  and  £3  costs. 
Label  amended. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Canners’  attention  drawn  to  Public  Analyst’s 
findings. 

Importer’s  attention  drawn  to  Public  Analyst’s 
findings. 

No  action. 

Manufacturers  informed  of  Public  Analyst’s 
findings. 

Label  altered. 

Importer’s  attention  drawn  to  Public  Analyst’s 
findings. 

Label  amended. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

No  action. 

Attention  of  Excise  Department  drawn  to  Public 
Analyst’s  findings. 

No  action. 

Manufacturers  withdrew  from  sale  remainder  of 
old  stock. 

Manufacture  of  product  ceased. 

Manufacturer  prosecuted.  Fined  £15  and  £3  costs. 

Manufacture  of  product  ceased. 

Analyst’s  findings  reported  to  manufacturer. 

Attention  of  manufacturers  drawn  to  Public 
Analyst’s  findings. 

Label  altered. 


. 

& 


,w 


M; 


